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National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Social Enterprise 

Pilot Programme for the Social Enterprise Sector

The Social Enterprise Partnership (SEP) as part of its continuing professional development programme for the social enterprise sector has developed a joint SEP/Small Firms Enterprise Development Initiative (SFEDI) Pilot Programme on how to apply the new social enterprise National Occupational Standards in your work.  The aim is to raise awareness of the new standards and to demonstrate how to apply them in everyday practice.  The pilot workshops will be of particular interest to those working in the sector who wish to lead on the new social enterprise standards and cascade the knowledge and learning down through their organisation/region.

SEP/SFEDI are organising three pilot workshops on the new social enterprise National Occupational Standards.  The purpose of the first two workshops is for social enterprise practitioners to learn how to apply the social enterprise standards and will take place on Thursday 23rd June.  Workshop 1 will be focussed on business advisors/trainers and Workshop 2 on business managers.  Workshop 3 will be a “train the trainers” workshop and will take place on Tuesday 5th July.  It is for those interested in training others in their organisation or region in how to apply the new social enterprise NOS.  Participants will probably only be able to attend one workshop as it is expected there will be a lot of interest.  

If you are a practitioner in the social enterprise sector and interested in applying to go on the pilot programme the Terms of Reference are as follows:

· Applicants must have a history of providing services to the social enterprise sector for a minimum of 2 years for workshops 1 and 2 and 3 years for workshop 3.

· SEP will be looking at getting a geographical spread of practitioners.  

· Preference will be given to those who have a regional or national connection

· Successful applicants must attend the appropriate workshop in person

· SEP will cover reasonable travel costs 

An application form is attached.  The application deadline for workshops 1 and 2 is Friday 17th June 2005 and for workshop 3 is Wednesday 29th June 2005.

Below is part of an update article for Investors in People (UK) on SFEDI Business Support Standards/Licensed Centres.

Can you meet the standard?

Thousands of business advisers and managers throughout the UK have been assessed against the Small Firms Enterprise Development Initiative (SFEDI) Business Support standards.  A new phase has entered the business support framework, particularly if you are involved in providing government funded advisory services.  In England, the Small Firms or Leadership and Management initiatives, specify that advisers for various roles must meet either the SFEDI Business Adviser standards or the investors in People (UK) practitioner standards.  The new Social Enterprise National Occupational Standards are part of the growing suite of Business Support and Entrepreneur Development standards from SFEDI.  The ones that demonstrate competence in business support roles include Business Information, Business Mentor and Social Enterprise Adviser.  

Investors in People and SFEDI are working to develop a common business support standards framework that includes many new roles in business where a standard needs to be developed.  This new SFEDI common standards framework will be available in its entirety by April 2006 and this will allow many more people who work with business clients to demonstrate that they have the competence to provide the appropriate service and so participate in government funded programmes, particularly in workforce development.  The suite of Investors in People practitioner standards will be integrated within this common framework. 

In addition to the above, SFEDI are in the last stages of appointing nine Regional Licensed Centres in England and one for each of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  The new centres will provide a common system of quality assurance, registration and certification.   A number of these SFEDI licensed centres will be Investors in People Regional Quality Centres.  The agreed list will be published on the SFEDI website.  From mid May, only certificates issued through a Regional Licences Centre will be accepted as evidence of meeting the standards and for example the Institute of Business Advisers will only allow into its membership grade those with a certificate from a SFEDI Regional Licensed Centre.

Full details on SFEDI, SFEDI endorsed programmes and the SFEDI standards, which are downloadable, free of charge, are available on www.sfedi.co.uk.  

The new Social Enterprise NOS standards, which are downloadable, free of charge, are available on  www.sepgb.co.uk. 

